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Brisbane Director Visits  

Damien with L -R Maria Rickertt, Susan Yates, Pascale Levacher, 

Bernadette Bernleitner and Azari  

The highlight of the year has 

been the August visit of Damien 

Hubert , his wife Cynthia and their 

two sons, three-year-old Azari and 

baby Romeo.  

Damien is the recently appointed 

Director of the Alliance Française de 

Brisbane. As Brisbane is a large scale 

and highly active chapter of the 

Alliance Française network, he is 

appointed by the Alliance Française 

Foundation and the French Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs. 

On Saturday the 15th, Damien 

was welcomed to afternoon tea at the 

Leichhardt Hotel, a function that was 

attended by both community 

members including the Deputy 

Mayor, Rose Swadling, and Maria 

Rickkert (Multicultural Community 

Relations Officer, RRC) as well as 

members of the local branch of the 

Alliance. 

His presentation concerning his 

life experiences and the Brisbane 

Alliance was both interesting and 

informative.  

After attending the Sorbonne, 

where he studied communications 

and political science, Damien went to 

work in Canada (where he met 

Cynthia) and Mexico, where he was 

the director of the Alliance de 

Zacatecas and where Azari was born.  

He then returned to Canada to work 

before coming to Australia. 

Damienõs enthusiasm and energy 

augur well for the Brisbane Alliance.  

His influence was observed at this yearõs 

French Film Festival, which was enjoyed 

by some of our members.  It included a 

great diversity of films, chosen to show a 

broad spectrum of French culture. 

On Sunday 16th Sara and Ian Dawes, 

sister and brother-in-law of long time 

and loyal member of the Alliance and 

the Conversation Group, Gayne Kidd, 

invited members of the Committee and 

the Conversation Group to a most 

enjoyable luncheon in honour of 

Damien, Cynthia, Azari and Romeo.  

They really enjoyed the beautiful views 

of the Capricorn Coast, the relaxed 

atmosphere, and meeting the ôlocalsõ .  

Our Director Susan Yates has since 

been in touch with Damien regarding 

the use of our Membership Cards to 

gain discounts for functions sponsored 

by the Alliance de Brisbane.  This may 

be negotiated but prior notice needs to 

be given.  

Contact Susan for details.  

Editorial  
This is the first newsletter since 2001.  It has come about because, as a student of TAFE, creating a newsletter was an 

assessment item.  I am very grateful to everyone who has contributed, either by writing or providing information for the 

articles.  I have found my assessment task much more interesting because it has had a purpose.  I have used the net to find 

some of the information about Damien Hubert.  Hopefully le bulletin will become a regular feature of our Alliance.  Please 

let me know if you would like to contribute.  If you are interested to know more  about the Alliance de Central Queensland 

and its activities either phone me on 4934 1363 or Susan Yates on 0439 420 089.    Pat Handley 

~ This copy of le bulletin was kindly sponsored by Kirsten Livermore  




