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French Students visit Rockhampton

Thibaut Cador andSandy Bensoussan
students of the prestigious university of
Bordeaux, spent June, July and August on work
experience at the CSIRO. Their hosts in
Rockhampton wergeth and Kelvin Scott
Beth is a student of the Alliance French classes
and she welcomed the opportunity to host Sandy
and Thibaut in order to improve her French and
to show them what life is like in Central
Queensland. Visits included Agnes Waters, Lad
Musgrave Is, the Crocodile Farm, and the Great
Western Hotel.

Sandy was studying the use of GPS in
observing cattle behaviour and Thibaut
investigated the use of contact loggers in the
context of cattle genetics.

They were most generous in sharing their
time with the Alliance, having attended a French
class soon after their arrival, a welcome function

Sandy and Thibaut at Pat and Bob Handl ey
(A letter from Sandy and Thibaut can be found on page Bjnner and an evening conversation group.
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Thank you to our contributors to this issukedfulletiDebbie Clayton, Sandy Bensoussan and Thibaut
Cador , Sherryl and Michael Catchpole and Debra Burn. | am sure you will enjoy the articles they have prov

Since June, | have been to two confererstetiers for members of the Queensland/ Northern New South
Wales Alliances hostedBiysbaneand the2®MeForum Francophone du Pacifique en Nouvell&€alédonie.
At the Brisbane workshops, we shared ideas on communication, publicity, cultural activities and French clas
Most interesting to me was discussion relating to the running of a Film Festival. Both the Sunshine Coast al
Toowoomba participated in the 2009 Touring French Film Festival and C6te du Nord (Lismore) and
Rockhampton are joining the circuit in 2010. Good organisation seems to be the key to success! The New
Caledonia experience was, as it was for Susan last year, an invigorating and useful exercise. Representati\
the Pacific Islands, Japan and Australia were feted by the New Caledonians with special guests including Je
Leques, Mayor of Noumea, J&€aude Briault, MP with Francophone as one of his portfolios, and local author,
Frédéric Olsen. Again the value of the forum was in connecting and sharing ideas with members of other al
as well as learning about New Caledonia. Thank you to CREIPAC (website on p 4) for organising the event

If you are interested aontributing to Issue 4or in knowing more about the Alliance de Central
Queensland and its activities, contact me on 4934 1363 or alliancefrancaise.rton@gmail or Susan Yates on

536. Issue 4 will be published in June so articles will need to be in by the end of April.Pat Handley

Alliance Francaise de CQ 1 December 2009



Granni eds House: An Advent ur e RI[Bebbievdayton ng

Itis just as you see it in the TV series, it takes longer and costs more money than you expect. But it is just the |
you can have! And when it is all finished, and you sit and sip your kir, and look at the before and after photdsayou g
great sense of achievement and satisfaction.

In 2006 we boughtsione cottagein Larret, a small rural village in Northern Dordogne in Perigord Vert. The villag
has 12 families and is surrounded by forests and grazing areas, mainly for Limousin cattle. The Dronne River flows
valley below the village. Several villages, includin§e&alricoussiere and SaardouXaRiviere are within 5 kims
drive of the village and have all we need with bakeries, butchers, convenience stores and excellent restaurants.

The house was originally the home of the ogrannie
however some of the houses and barns in the village are over 300 years old.
Therewasmai n st one wdolthe cotidgeandkalitachea 6
stoneanimal shelter, which is very common in the older homes in rural
France. The cottage had been used more recently as additional accommod:
for a small artistsd complex, with
making activities. We had previously holidayed with friends who own part of
the complex so knew the beauty of the area.

When we arrived 2006 the cottage was in a sorry state anchant
need of repair and renovation Whilst new bathrooms and toilets had been
added, the roof was covered by tarpaulins and leaking, and there was only a
temporary kitchen and no living area. Our project for théonexhonths
was to seriously advance the repairs and renovations! Our son Tom, 15 at t
time, went tschoolfor the term irNontron, and my husband and |
commenced work by insulating and hand placing over 3,500 terracotta tiles on
the roof. Next we started work on turning the animal shelter part of the
cottage into a living room. This was not an easy task as the stone wallls
separating the animal pens had faddlehammeredto be removed!

Over thenext 3 yearswve returned to Larret each year to continue the
renovationsMy husbandunder t ook the | ionds| share of this worlk
were fortunate to contract some good local tradesmen to help. The matriarch
of t he ar tidydaroid scolpiomyouldeassist byaputting the
otrickyod finishing touches to tlhe cement edges off t
looked pleasing to the eye. The kitchen, buohdpf the artists is unique
with wonderfully exposed and flat sawn timber cupboard fronts and includes
special touches such as haradie handles. The animal shelter is now a
wonderful open plan living room and features old oak beams, stone walls anc
double glazed windows looking over the valley.

Organising thasulation and heatingfor the cottage was not easy for
Central Queenslanders! However, undeterred, we built our first chimney,
installed iffloor heating and a cosy combustion stove for the living room. We
will holiday in the cottage this Christmas to put these systems to the test.

So what is it like to undertake such a large project, so far from home, anc
for a family who does not have good French language skilkg@yit is
achievablé However, we were lucky to have previous connections in the
village. Folk are very helpful and accommodating. For building supplies, the
|l arger villages have the O0Brico ma
You deal with the | ocal oO6notaired to purchase the h
do improve, although | have a long way to go!

Living in a rural village in the Dordogne is the most tranquil experience and it nourishes the sourhe day to
day activity can be as busy or as restful as yoeu wi
village well. | go out and buy bread and other essentials. Madame Foucault, who has lived in the villagthaieher life
and | have a chat about the weather and whether this year will be good for collecting cepes (mushrooms) in the fore

At the end of the day, we sit on the terrace, drinking more aperitifs than we should, and watch the sun set over 1
green valley and marvel at the wonderful colours. | now know where the impressionists got their inspiration.

And to get out and about we explore the-bgdnistoric villages of Brénte, with its 11th century Abbey, Chalus,
Continued on Page 4 &y
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