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Classes for Children  

O½ est é..?  Teacher Claire Hardy and members of the 

Childrenõs class getting to know one another in their first 

lesson 

The beginning of Term 1, 2009 brought great 

excitement as childrenõs classes had begun for 

the very  first time.  Although the  idea of having 

childrenõs classes was  first mooted in 2006, they 

did not get underway.  They were back on the 

agenda in 2008 and this time progress was made 

with three classes commencing at the beginning 

of this year, two classes on Saturday mornings 

and one for children younger than pre-school age 

on Tuesday mornings.  We are very grateful to  

Debra Burn (Regional Librarian) and the 

Rockhampton Regional Council for making the 

Toy Library at the North Rockhampton Library 

available for these classes. 

 Unfortunately our teacher, Claire Hardy, 

became seriously ill at the beginning of Term 2 

and classes have had to be suspended.  Claire is a 

highly qualified teacher trained in France and 

with experience in teaching in France and for 

Alliances in Dubai and other parts of the world.  

We wish Claire a speedy and full recovery. 

From the editor  
The success of Issue 1 of le bulletin has led to the decision to proceed with Issue 2.  Following from the articles written 

by Nerida OõHare and Gayne Kidd, I have already heard of others hoping to attend courses in classes in France. My special 

thanks to everyone who contributed to Issue 1.  The focus this time is on travel.  Most adult students enter classes because 

they wish to travel to France.  However there are other French speaking destinations, some of which are much more 

accessible.  In this and subsequent issues I hope to bring information on a variety of destinations via contributions of 

members and associates.  If you are interested in contributing to Issue 3 or in knowing  more  about the Alliance de 

Central Queensland and its activities, contact me on 4934 1363 or handleyrandp@activ8.net.au or Susan Yates on 0410 878 

536.  Issue 3 will be published in December so articles will need to be in by the end of October. Pat Handley

A note from Debra Burn  
Just a note to let friends at the Alliance know that I'm about to depart on my dream trip to France and Switzerland!  I 

arrive in Paris Thursday 21 May, and for the first few days I'm couchsurfing with French hosts in Paris (see 

couchsurfing.com for an explanation of this!).  Then down to Tours to study at le centre linguistique pour étrangers  

where I'm being hosted by Annick and Johny Delavigne (thanks to Nerida for recommending this course!).  Then  Vienne for 

a few days, then on to Genève where my sister lives, with several other side trips to France planned e.g. Chamonix and 

Carcassonne!  I hope to be fully fluent by the time I get back (one can always hope anyway), and look forward to sharing my 

experiences with the Alliance on my return, after the July school holidays!  There's a great book about couchsurfing called 

"Sleeping Around: Couch Surfing Your Way Around the World" written by an Australian journalist Brian Tahacker, available 

from the libraries. 

 

Community Administration Services have kindly printed this issue of le bulletin  
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Nouvelle -Calédonie  
Susan Yates  

Lõann®e derni¯re, tous les pr®sidents 
des Alliances Fran­aises dõAustralie 
ont été invités à visiter la Nouvelle 
Calédonie au mois de novembre pour 
participer au Premier Sommet de la 
Francophonie dans le Pacifique.  Les 
billets dõavion, lõh¹tel, la nourriture, 
presque tout était payé par le 
gouvernement français. Le séjour en 
Nouvelle Calédonie a duré une 
semaine.  J'ai été agréablement 
surprise par le voyage de Brisbane à 
Nouméa, qui a duré seulement deux 
heures et demie.  Nous étions logés 
dans un bel hôtel, Le Surf, en face de 
la plage à Anse Vata, à 10 minutes du 
centre-ville. On avait organisé pour 
nous une grande gamme d'activités.  
Nous avons passé une journée 
entière au forum, à échanger des 
idées sur notre travail en tant que 
présidents des Alliances Françaises et 
à écouter des conférences sur  
l'histoire de la Nouvelle Calédonie. 
Nous avons fait une visite au Centre 
Tjibaou, le musée de la culture kanak, 

qui a une 
architecture 
extraordinaire et 
de beaux jardins, 
et une autre 
visite à 
l'Université de la 
Nouvelle-
Calédonie, avec 
ses magnifiques 
bâtiments tout 
neufs à côté de la 
baie. Nous 
sommes allés au 

théâtre, où nous avons vu des 
spectacles de chant, de poésie et de 
danse qui témoignaient d'un grand 
talent artistique. On nous a invités 
aussi à trois réceptions somptueuses: 
lõune ¨ la Mairie au centre-ville, lõune ¨ 
lõAquarium, et la troisi¯me dans les 
jardins du CREIPAC, c'est-à-dire au 
centre de l'enseignement du français à 
Nouméa, qui se trouve dans le 
bâtiment de l'ancienne prison 
coloniale. Cõ®tait une semaine pleine 
de découvertes et nous avons été 
charmés par la gentillesse et la chaleur 
de notre accueil. Je ne m'attendais pas 
à trouver des magasins et des 
restaurants si authentiquement 
français, ni à entendre parler un 
français si pur si loin de la France. 
Pour ceux qui désirent améliorer leur 
français et qui cherchent un peu de 
lõatmosph¯re fran­aise sans faire un 
voyage de 26 heures ¨ lõautre bout du 
monde, je recommande très fort 
d'aller visiter la Nouvelle Calédonie. 

My husband and I visited La 

Réunion , an overseas department of 

France, on our ninth house 

exchange.  This lushly tropical island 

with its rugged coastline and interior 

has people whose ancestors are from 

France, Asia, Madagascar and Africa.  

French is the official language but 

English is also spoken if you struggle 

with French.  The people of mixed 

race speak Réunion Creole and have a 

charming architectural style. 

R®unionõs economy relies mainly 

on tourism, sugar cane and vanilla with 

its all pervasive smell.  (Vanilla- 

flavoured rum is appalling). 

Our apartment was a few minutes 

walk to the beach at St Gilles les Bains, 

a resort about an hours drive from the 

capital, St Denis. The beach is sandy 

but there are rounded, uncomfortable  

stones just as you enter the water.  A 

most interesting feature of the island is 

the very active volcano, Piton de la 

Fournaise, on the SE side.  The road 

to the top is narrow and exceedingly 

winding ð the local drivers behave like 

reincarnated kamikaze pilots ð so in a 

tiny, manual car our drive was a hair-

raising experienceõ as was the one to 

Cilaos in the central highlands.  Here 

there are lovely walks through unspoilt 

bush and it is much cooler than on the 

coast.  

Local produce, with many unusual 

leafy greens, was invitingly displayed at 

village markets.  The Creole cuisine 

was not as spicy as weõd expected.  

Rougail, a tomato-based sauce, is much 

used with various meats, whilst magret 

de canard features on many menus and 

rice comes with almost everything. 

It is now possible to fly from 

Australia via Reunion to Paris.   

PS If you are interested in house 

swapping go to www.homelink.org 

Cheap accommodation in Paris     Gayne K idd  

A visit to Paris shows very quickly that a lot of Parisiens make a good living from 

the visitors who make it the most visited city on the planet and thus there are few 

bargains.  But students of the AF Ile de France (Paris) who stay in one of the hotels 

associated with the AF (Citea chain) for 4 weeks get a 50% reduction on the 7 day 

regular tariffñfrom 57û to 29û /a night in 2008.  This is for a 3-4 star room 

including ensuite and kitchenette, 10-15 mins by metro from the AF. 

For the intrepid student from down under there are some other real bonuses.  

Almost all the courses are for 4 weeks and in the course of a month it is possible to 

get on quite friendly terms with most of the following: les receptionistes et les femmes de 

m®nage, lõartisan boulanger, la propri®taire de la petite ®picerie et les serveurs au restaurant au long 

de la rue, who soon take you for a regular customer and are happy to chat a bit, 

especially about that far off paradise called Queensland. 

 

 

AFRICA 

Madagasca

La Réunion       
Helen Barker  

Réunion 

Nouvelle-Callédonie, with shops, restaurants 

and language that are authentically  French, is 

only 1600 km NE of Brisbane - 2½ hours away! 

Avec deux amies à Nouvelle - Caledonie 

http://www.homelink.org/
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/2/20/Location-Reunion-France.png

