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Classes for Children

The beginning of Term 1, 2009 brought great
excitementas hil dr e nhadbegud fers s e
the very first time. Although the idea of having
chil drends cl asses was
did not get underway. They were back on the
agenda in 2008 and this time progress was made
with three classes commencing at the beginning
of this year, two classes on Saturday mornings
and one for children younger thangrbool age
on Tuesday mornings. We are very grateful to
Debra Burn (Regional Librarian) and the
Rockhampton Regional Council for making the
Toy Library at the North Rockhampton Library
available for these classes.

Unfortunately outeacher, ClaireHardy,
| became seriously ill at the beginning of Term 2
and classes have had to be suspended. Claire is
EEEEEE— highly qualified teacher trained in France and
0% est é. .72 Teacher Cl aire HaWg@xpgrience ineachinginFranee apd,fer
Childrends class getting to kn d\angssinDubgipapdother parts of thg werld.

lesson We wish Claire a speedy and full recovery.

A note from Debra Burn
Just a note to let friends at the Alliance know that I'm about to depart on my dream trip to France and Switzerlan

arrive in Paris Thursday 21 May, and for the first few daysubimsurfing with French hosts in Paris (see
couchsurfing.comfor an explanation of this!). Then down to Tours to studycantre linguistique pour étrangers

where I'm being hosted by Annick and Johny Delavigne (thanks to Nerida for recommending this course!). Then Vi
a few days, then on to Genéve where my sister lives, with several other side trips to France planned e.g. Chamonix
Carcassonne! | hope to be fully fluent by the time | get back (one can always hope anyway), and look forward to sh
experiences with the Alliance on my return, after the July school holidays! There's a great book about couchsurfing
"Sleeping Around: Couch Surfing Your Way Around the World" written by an Australian journalist Brian Tahacker, a
from the libraries. W

From the editor

The success of Issue llebulletin has led to the decision to proceed with Issue 2. Following from the articles writt
by Nerida OdHare and Gayne Kidd, I have already hea
thanks to everyone who contributed to Issue 1. The focus this tinkaigbriMost adult students enter classes because
they wish to travel to France. However there are other French speaking destinations, some of which are much more
accessible. In this and subsequent issues | hope to bring information on a variety of destinations via contributions o
members and associates. If you are interesiaatiibuting to Issue 3or in knowing more about the Alliance de
Central Queensland and its activities, contact me on 4934 1363 or handleyrandp@activ8.net.au or Susan Yates on |

536. Issue 3 will be published in December so articles will need to be in by the end of OcléaerH andley &

Community Administration Services have kindly printed this issue of le bulletin
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Nouvelle -Calédonie
Susan Yates

NouvelleCallé&lonie, with shops, restaurants
and language that are authentically French, is
only 1600 km NE of Brisban&'z hours away!

La Réunion
Helen Barker

Réunion

AFRICA
Madagasca ‘ :

My husband and | visited La

qui a une
architecture
extraordinaire et
de beaux jardins,
et une autre

Y'S't_e a Réunion an overseas department of
I'Universit€ de 1a |rrance on our nintthouse
Nouvelle

exchange This lushly tropical island
with its rugged coastline and interior
has people whose ancestors are from
France, Asia, Madagascar and Africa.

Calédonie, avec
ses magnifiques
batiments tout
neufs a coté de la

Avec deux amies a Nouvelle

Ldann®e derni re,
des Alliances Fra
ont été invités a visiter la Nouvelle
Calédonie au mois de novembre pour
participer au Premier Sommet de la
Francophonie dans le Pacifique. Les
billets dbéavi on,
presque tout était payé par le
gouvernement francais. Le séjour en
Nouvelle Calédonie a duré une
semaine. Jai été agréablement
surprise par le voyage de Brisbane a
Noumeéa, qui a duré seulement deux
heures et demie. Nous étions logés
dans un bel hétel, Le Surf, en face de
la plage a Anse Vata, a 10 minutes du
centreville. On avait organisé pour
nous une grande gamme d'activités
Nous avons passé une journée
entiére au forum, & échanger des
idées sur notre travail en tant que

présidents des Alliances Frangaisesetl 8 at mos ph r e

a écouter des conférences sur
I'histoire de la Nouvelle Calédonie.
Nous avons fait une visite au Centre
Tjibaou, le musée de la culture kanak,

Cheap accommodation in Paris
A visit to Paris shows very quickly that a |Btaosfsiemsake a good living fron

- Caledonie

French is the official language but
English is also spoken if you struggle
witH Fsench. The people of mixed

baie. Nous
sommes allés au
théatrey &8l ndusasonsovo @@s i d ¢
Bpectatles deschadt0dé poésie et ald
danse qui témoignaient d'un grand
talent artistique. On nous a invités
aussi a trois réceptions somptueuseg
| une ~ | a-vMail ri, e wn & € .
| 6Agueatiuma sour gF A pep/asye smefl.o (Vagila, 5
jardins du CREIPAC, c'estlire au  |flavoured rumis appalling).
centre de I'enseignement du francaig a Our apartment was a few minutes
Nouméa, qui se trouve dans le
batiment de I'ancienne prison
coloniale. CO®ta
de découvertes et nous avons été
charmés par la gentillesse et la chale
de notre accueil. Je ne m'attendais p
a trouver des magasins et des
restaurants si authentiguement
francais, ni a entendre parler un
francais si pur si loin de la France.
Pour ceux qui désirent améliorer leu
francais et qui cherchent un peu de
fra
voyage de 26 heu
monde, je recommande trés fort
d'aller visiter la Nouvelle Calédo

charming architectural style.
R ® u n ieconodyselies mainly

aresortabout an hours drive from the

but there are rounded, uncomfortable
*Sones just as you enter the water. A
#rost interesting feature of the island is
thevery active volcanpPiton de la
Fournaise, on the SE side. The road
to the top is narrow and exceedingly
windingd the local drivers behave like
reincarnated kamikaze pildtso in a
tinyanmasual cauadnvewas aahaimr e

Cilaosin the central highlands. Here
there are lovely walks through unspoilt
bush and it is much cooler than on the
coast.

Local produce, with many unusual

nie.

ey

Gayne Kiidd

the visitors who make it the most visited city on the planet and thus there arg/m

Wi

bargainsBut studentsof the AF lle de France (Paris) who stay in one of the |
associated with the AF (Citea chain) for 4 week&@¥t eeductionon the 7 day
regulartarifif rom 570 to 290 [/ a 4#Astgtooem i n
including ensuite and kitchenette130nins by metro from the AF.

For the intrepid student from down under there are some other real bony
Almost all the courses are for 4 weeks and in the course of a month it is pos
get on quite friendly terms with most of the followewgreceptionistes et les fen
m®nage, | darti san boul anger, Il a pr

de la ruetho soon take you for a regular customer and are happy to chata b &

especially about that far off paradise called Queensland.

e markets The Creoleuisine
not as spicy
Rougaih tomatebased sauce, is much
L?sg(?@/ﬁh'variou-sr rﬁéatg, wf'lihzﬁgrelf 0
de canafiehtures on many menus and
ﬁ%ﬁ' comes with almost everything.
S'bl?tt% now possible to fly from

RS

ia via Reunion to Paris.
0 5 yg%tal% ,ntt¥3r<§ste(§j iy homﬂ:s@l

wapping gontov.homelink.org

rdc@speak Réunion Creole and have a

;6q taurism, sugar, cang and vanilla with

walk to the beach at St Gilles les Bains,

cépitalj Bt Oenis. e ddach ¢s samdy € |

reasi si nlgdaewdptherondamicte

leafy greens, was invitingly displayed at

a

r

R
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