
What is the Alliance  

Française? 
 

The Alliance Française was founded in Paris in 

1883. It is a world wide non-profit cultural 

organization, supported by the French 

government. It has three goals:- to offer 

courses in French language, to promote French 

culture, and to encourage cultural diversity.  

There are over 1,000 branches in 137 

countries, with more than 460,000 students per 

year, which makes it the largest language 

teaching association in the world. The first 

Alliance in Australia was set up in Melbourne 

in 1890. There are now 31 Australian branches, 

six in the capital cities and 25 in the smaller 

towns and regional areas.  The Rockhampton 

branch was established in 2001 and celebrated 

five years of existence in December 2006. 

 

Contacts and Website 

For further information, please contact Dr 
Susan Yates - syates57@hotmail.com or  
0410 878 536. 
To join the CQ Alliance Française, the 
contacts are the Treasurer, Nola Pontifex -  
4938 4975 and the Secretary, Pat Handley - 
4934 1363.  
The Alliance can be contacted by email  at 
alliancefrancaise.rton@gmail.com, and the 
website will soon be www.afrockhampton.com 
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Parlez-vous français? 

(Do you speak French?)  

This is your chance to learn French!  The 
Alliance Française offers classes for 
adults on Wednesday evenings from  
6.30 p.m. to 8.30 p.m. at the library of  
the Glenmore State High School, Farm 
Street, North Rockhampton. There are 
four terms a year, corresponding to State 
School terms.  Classes are taught by 
fluent French speakers and the 
atmosphere is friendly and relaxed.  The 
program covers the four basic skills of 
speaking, listening, reading and writing in 
French with an emphasis on oral 
communication.  

 

mailto:syates57@hotmail.com


Classes 

Three levels are offered to adults: 

Beginners:  Suitable for those who have never 
studied French or have studied very little. 

 

Post-Beginners:  For those who have been in 
our classes for one or two terms or have had 
some exposure to the language. 

 

Advanced: For those who have had several 
terms of French, either with the Alliance or 
elsewhere, and who have a reasonable level of 
oral and written fluency.  

 

Cost 

Cost of classes is $170 for one term ($680 for 
one year). Fees are to be paid by the second week 
of term. . Students must also pay an obligatory 
fee to become members of the CQ Alliance 
Française (see Membership). 

 
 

Membership  

An annual fee of $25 per individual or $35 for a 
family or couple entitles you to receive regular 
updates, to attend all social and cultural 
functions, and to stand for election to the 
Management Committee.  

 

 

Social and Cultural Activities 

Apart from the French language classes and the 
weekly Conversation group, we have a program of 
social and cultural events that  includes:- 

Films, including films shown at the Walter 
 Reid Centre by Rocky Flix.  

 Films hosted by the Alliance are shown at the 
Glenmore High School.  The only cost is to bring 
a plate of food or something to drink. 

2010 Touring French Film Festival featuring 
 five films 23 - 25 April. 

Annual Bastille Day Dinner 

French stall at annual Multicultural Fair 

Christmas function 
 

Other activities that may take place are: 

Fun c t io ns  ho st ed  by  m emb er s  o f  th e         
 Alliance 

Lectures and workshops by visiting French 
 speakers 

. 

 

Occasionally the venue is changed but members 
are notified by email.  Approximately once a 
month an evening meeting is held at a  restaurant 
or tavern (see photo above).  This replaces the day 
time meeting for that day. 

 

Conversation  Group 

The Conversation Group meets most Fridays from 
1.00 p.m. to 2.30 p.m. at the Heritage Hotel, Quay 
Street, Rockhampton. We are located in the sitting 
room behind the restaurant. There is no charge 
other than the cost of a drink, although members 
often order lunch from the restaurant menu. 

Everyone is welcome and many come on a casual 
basis. Joining in with this group is a great way of 
gaining confidence in listening to and speaking 
French. Usually there is a mix of novices and 
fluent speakers who are always willing to help. 
Membership of the Alliance is required for regular 
attendees.   

 


